
Travel and Tourism 2009

[ Home ] [ Up ] [ Travel and Tourism 2010 ] [ Travel and Tourism 2009 ] [ TandT Newsleters ] 

Travel and Tourism group 

2009 Activities 

Trip to Chester 18th to 22nd May 2009  

Our intrepid group of 30 members of the Travel & Tourism Group started our journey at 8am from New Green. 
Our driver for the week was Derek from Simonds. Our lunch stop was at Trentham Estate which had beautiful 
gardens and a very good shopping outlet with a good selection of restaurants for lunch.  The weather was against 
us with some downpours of rain but this did not dampen our spirits. We arrived at our hotel just outside Chester 
at about 4-30pm.  It proved to be very comfortable and the food very good . 

              

Tuesday 19th May
We spent the day in Liverpool where we were joined by a local guide who was a fountain of knowledge and gave 
us an interesting and enthusiastic guided coach tour.  Liverpool was famous for the headquarters of the Cunard 
and White Star lines until the 1930s and, of course, for the Beatles.  Most of us visited the Beatles museum at the
Albert Dock, which was very informative, giving the Beatles history from birth of each of them until their break-
up. We also had a visit in the morning of the Anglican Cathedral, an amazing building and the largest cathedral in 
Europe . We ended our visit to Liverpool with a trip on the Mersey ferry complete with the song ‘Ferry across the 
Mersey’. The weather was very showery, but a wonderful day, enjoyed by all. 
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Wednesday 20th May 
Our day in Chester started with brilliant sunshine, and our excellent guide joined us for a coach tour of the city.  
The race course in Chester used to be the local port, but the river changed course allowing the land to dry and 
they changed it to a race course.  The Romans occupied Chester for about 300 years due its close proximity to 
Wales and there were laws in Chester with regard to the Welsh.  We learned that the people of Chester could not 
marry a Welsh person, could not attend a wedding in Wales, and if a Welsh person was found in Chester after 
dark they could be executed. Surprisingly, this law is still on the statute books. The black diamond shapes on 
many of the walls of the buildings means that those buildings belong to the Grosvenor family (the Duke of 
Westminster). During excavation for a new road, the missing amphitheatre was discovered.  It is the largest 
amphitheatre in the country.  Chester is the only city with a complete city wall. It is approximately 1 ½ miles 
long and is the best place to see Chester from, if not from the open top bus.  Another wonderful day out and back 
to the hotel for a nice meal and good company. 
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Thursday 21st May
This was our last full day and we left the hotel in the rain, hoping that it would brighten up later and it did - 
“lovely”.   Our first stop was Llandudno, a nice little town with some very nice Victorian hotels along the front. 
 The weather along the front was bracing but dry. The next stop was at Betws-y- Coed for a short break.  It used 
to be a very small village, but now has grown to a small town due to visitors to the Snowdonia National Park and 
people wanting walking holidays based there.  We left Betws-y- Coed and made our way through Snowdonia 
National Park, admiring the superb scenery and we were lucky enough to see a red kite. We then made our way 
to Lake Bala for our train ride along one side of the lake on a narrow gauge train.  The lake is the largest natural 
lake in Wales and there was plenty of activity, sailing and other water sports.  After our train trip we boarded the 
coach for a nice scenic journey back to the hotel. 

     

 

Friday 22nd May
 After another fine breakfast, we left the hotel to make our way home to Thurston. Derek, our driver made our 
holiday very enjoyable with his good driving and good humour, nothing being too much trouble.  We stopped at 
the National Memorial Arboretum which commemorates all service personnel who have died since the Second 
World War.  It is a beautiful place with a very peaceful atmosphere, and they are hoping to plant more than 
50,000 trees. We left after lunch and made our way back to Thurston arriving about 5pm Thank you all for a 
wonderful holiday. It was a very harmonious and friendly group where everyone got on well together. 

Yvonne Yule   
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South Africa 

At both of our meetings in June and July we were entertained to a very interesting and informative account by 
one of our members of a visit recently made to South Africa 

South Africa is a very complex Country with a complicated history of Tribal wars and conflicting interests.  The 
population of South Africa is 47.9 million, 80% Black, 9% Coloured and 11% White.  Pretoria is dominantly White 
and Cape Town has 25% White. 

We visited the District Six Museum in Cape Town which told the story of how in 1982 60,000 people were 
removed from the area when it was declared a White Area only, the Black and Coloured people were made 
homeless and that was how the Township grew up. Today there are 3 million people living in the Cape Town 
Township and 4 million in Soweto outside Johannesburg. 

The Apartheid Museum opened by Nelson Mandela in 2002 depicted the events leading up to the end of Apartheid 
and although there is no longer segregation of Black and Whites, one is still aware of the turmoil that South 
Africa went through, not just from Apartheid but the hardships endured by the Afrikaans. 

At Paarl there is a Monument which was unveiled in 1975 representing the growth and development of the 
Afrikaan language, and at Franschoek a Monument dedicated to the Huguenots who settled in the area in 1688. A 
Voortrekker Monument opened in 1949 tells of the Great Trek that the Afrikaan pioneers made to the Interior of 
South Africa. 

Our visit to South Africa started in Cape Town and we were fortunate that conditions were favourable for us to go 
to the top of Table Mountain and have clear views over the City.  The next day the covering of cloud giving the 
name to the mountain greeted us when we looked out of our window. This is known as the Tablecloth. 

Our Tour included a visit to Robben Island where Nelson Mandela was imprisoned for 18 years, also the 
Winelands, the Cape Peninsular and the Garden Route. We flew from Port Elizabeth to Durban and included a visit 
to the Zulu Battlefields with a commentary by a renowned Historian. 

Our next flight took us to Hoedspruit to the Kapama Game Reserve, seeing rhino in  the river,   the lions, 
elephants and giraffes all so close you could touch them.   All are a lasting memory,  as well as the cheetahs at 
the Centre for Endangered Species. Then we took a flight to Johannesburg which is so different from Cape Town. 
 Johannesburg is a no go area, the majority of residents live outside of the city in secure guarded estates.  They 
entertain in their own homes, and the National Theatre in Johannesburg had to close because people would not go 
into the city at night. The Football World Cup due to be held in South Africa in 2010 has resulted in  massive 
construction work on roads and the building of an underground railway to run from the Airport to Pretoria. Road 
and Street names are being changed from English to Afrikaans resulting in a lot of confusion. The Government 
have pledged to replace all the shacks in the Townships by 2014. 

We then flew from Johannesburg to Zambia to see the Victoria Falls so majestic. Staying at the Royal Livingstone 
Hotel we were daily entertained by the monkeys, and zebra, giraffe and duikers who freely wandered in the 
grounds.  

A cruise down the Zambezi River at sunset was the perfect end to our memorable holiday. 
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August Barbecue 

Instead of our usual meeting at New Green in August we were invited by two of our members to hold another 
barbecue in their lovely garden.  We had a very successful one there last year on a very hot Summer’s day. 

On Sunday a volunteer Working Group erected a large gazebo to enable us to cope with whatever the weather 
threw at us.   

   

On Monday morning from eleven o’clock onwards 36 people began to assemble and were challenged to name 
some garden plants in order to make up silly sentences.  This proved to be a good ice-breaker and caused some 
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hilarity. 

    

 

Two chefs, using two barbecues produced delicious well-cooked food from the village butcher. This went down 
well with salads and some home-made rolls, kindly made by one of our members, and French bread. A choice of 
gateau finished the meal off nicely.   
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We were lucky to experience no more than a very light shower at which point the gazebo came in useful.  A good 
time was had by all. 

Presentation on Jersey 

At our September meeting, Peter Pinel, a Travel Group member and a native of Jersey gave us a presentation 
about his island.  This was because a large number of our members have shown an interest in taking part in a 
visit to Jersey.  This is now in the process of being organised. 

Peter’s local knowledge, contacts and enthusiasm for his island should prove to be invaluable in helping to plan 
an interesting and worthwhile future trip.  Something that he made us aware of is that Jersey’s beautiful coastline 
becomes even more spectacular during spring tides and it is hoped that we can arrange our trip to coincide with 
these tides. 
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October 2009 Meeting - Poland 

At our October  meeting we were fortunate enough to enjoy a film produced by Judith Constantine of an earlier 
Travel Group visit to Poland.  Judith has recently mastered the art of editing video and still photographs with 
voice-over and music.  The finished result is excellent and brought back memories of a most successful previous 
visit. 

Poland was an unknown country to most of us at that time and much of what we experienced was completely 
unexpected. 

Our hotel was comfortable and convenient being within short walking distance of the old town where Andrew and 
Judith photographed many of the beautiful buildings such as the Cloth Hall and St Mary’s Church.  In the Jewish 
quarter we saw the locations for Spielberg’s Schindler’s List and also the extent of the ghetto in World War 2. 

Judith and Andrew did not visit Auschwitz with us but none of us need to be reminded of the horror of it. This was 
a truly sobering visit. 

We discovered that Poland is a strongly Roman Catholic country and the Polish people were very proud of their 
Pope John Paul  ll.  We visited several churches dedicated to him or built in his honour. 

Judith’s film reminded us of our visit to the Wieliczka Salt Mine – a World Heritage Site.  Deep underground we 
were amazed by huge hand-carved statues in salt.  The most amazing part of the visit was the huge cathedral 
complete with chandeliers, alter and carvings of the Stations of the Cross all in salt. 

For the second part of our visit we moved on to Zakopane in the Tatra Mountains.  The scenery here was 
stunning and on Corpus Christi we witnessed a huge procession through the streets. 

The last day of our stay provided us with a most magical experience.  Very early in the morning we were punted 
down the River Dunajec which in some parts forms the border between Poland and Slovakia. It was peaceful and 
quiet and the scenery was wonderful.  This was a fantastic ending to a fascinating and most interesting visit.    

Thank you Judith for bringing back some great memories. 
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Meeting in November 2009  

At our meeting this month, as well as finalising arrangements for our Christmas Lunch, Yvonne and David gave us
a most interesting talk on their trip to New Zealand. 

In January of this year, after their Christmas celebrations with the family, Yvonne and David set off on a touring 
holiday of New Zealand in a motor home.  They researched the holiday themselves and made all the necessary 
arrangements from England.   Although they had booked the flights and motor home and worked out their 
itinerary from England, they only booked most of the sites a few nights ahead of arrival and found that this was 
adequate and gave them flexibility. 

They started their tour in Auckland and then went north to Ninety Mile Beach.  From there they started south to 
Keri Keri and then south again to Port Waikato, staying for two nights in each of the places visited. On arriving in 
Taupo they found the place extremely busy as it was a motor-racing weekend there.  Next they visited the very 
interesting Art-Deco town of Napier and ended their North Island tour in Wellington where they met up with two 
more of our Travel Group members who were spending December and January with their daughter and her family
in Wellington. 

On January 28th Yvonne and David arrived in Picton on the South Island and visited Blenheim, Greymouth, Franz 
Josef and the Cook Mountains before going on to Queensland where there was a variety of activities to choose 
from.  To our disappointment, they turned down the opportunity of experiencing a Bungee Jump!!! We would have 
enjoyed the photos.  Their long and exciting journey ended in Christchurch where they were surprised to find that 
the airport shuts for lunch!  

It was obvious that they both enjoyed this holiday very much and would recommend the freedom that this way of 
travelling offers.  They found the roads very quiet and therefore the driving was stress-free and they found that 
they got to talk to the many others that they met who were experiencing the same sort of holiday as themselves.

Thank you Yvonne and David, for sharing some of the memories from your trip with us. 
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December Meeting 

Our December meeting this year took the form of a Christmas celebration.  We met as usual at New Green where
we enjoyed sparkling wine and canapés whilst playing a game of People Bingo.  The aim of this was to get people 
mixing well and talking to those that they perhaps did not previously know quite so well. We have now learned a 
lot more about each other such as who used to smoke, who shops till they drop, who has flown a plane and even 
who has two dead cats! 

We also competed for a bottle of champagne by trying to guess how many tablets we, as a group, consume per 
day.  The result was quite staggering and the profits have gone to St Nicholas Hospice. 

We then moved on for an excellent Christmas lunch at the Orchard Room at Harvey’s Plants where Teresa and 
Roger and their staff made us most welcome in a relaxed and friendly setting,  as well as providing excellent 
food, a table quiz and a talk from Roger about plants but with a travel theme.  Our very healthy bank balance 
enabled our 40 members to enjoy complimentary wine and soft drinks with their meal as well as the aperitifs and 
canapés served at New Green. 

This occasion provided a very happy and enjoyable conclusion to an interesting and informative year of Travel 
Group events.   

We look forward to meeting again as a group on 11th January 2010. 
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