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and for our next trip  . . . 
. . . where shall we go this year? A question that many of us ask around New Year. 
But what is it that motivates us to travel?  Is it the desire to learn more about a 
particular country or culture, a yearning to see a place that we have dreamt about 
since our youth, a need for mental stimulation, or for rest and relaxation? Is it the 
journey, the destination, or simply the anticipation? Sometimes we are tempted by a 
special offer, or the prospect of spending time with friends and family. Or are we 
kidding ourselves when what we really want is to escape from reality? Perhaps it 
doesn’t matter where or why, so long as we go somewhere. Travel involves planning, 
preparation, effort and expense. It is usually tiring, depletes our savings, occasionally 
disappoints and can even make us ill. Nonetheless we keep going, because if we 
stop then we have lost something intangible but precious – our ability to look outside 
ourselves and our comfortable way of life to a wider, and, in many instances, a less 
fortunate world. 

JC

SOUTH AFRICA 
The Union Limited is a steam train that dates back to the 1940s. The rolling stock has 
been refurbished and the train travels on narrow gauge track from Cape Town to 
Knysna and back. The Golden Thread, a journey undertaken by David and Jacqueline 
Love in 2001, takes six days. It is very popular with steam enthusiasts, who come from 
all over the world to enjoy the experience of travelling by train as one used to do. 
Others simply want to see the Garden Route from a train and stop at various 
interesting places . 

From Cape Town, the train travels through the Swartland to Porteville, where a visit 
is made to a winery. Then on to Hartenbos where a bus takes passengers to Mossel 
Bay, where Europeans first landed in South Africa. The train continues to George, a 
railway town. In the Outeniqua railway museum can be seen the white Royal train. 
From George the train makes a loop to Outshoorn through the mountains. On the 
other side of the Montague Pass the terrain is arid and quite different from the coast. 
After a visit to an ostrich farm the train steams back to George, the beginning of the 
Garden Route. The coastal route from George to Knysna is at times very close to the 
sea, and the views are stunning. Knysna was originally important for the timber from 
the nearby stinkwood forests, but is now an attractive resort. 

David and Jacqueline enjoyed their steam train experience, in spite of the smuts 
and smoke! The food, wines and service were excellent. Although the on-train 
accommodation was satisfactory it was not up to modern train standards, being noisy 
and rocky at night. They also stayed for a week at Ceres, which proved to be a good 
base for seeing the Winelands and Cape Town. However, it should be noted that 
South Africa has a high crime rate and extra care must be taken at all times.  



NOTICE BOARD 
Friday 3 February Pay balance for trip to Marrakech to Tailored Travel 

Monday 13 February Topic to be announced 

Monday 13 March Greenland, Adam and Ann Edmondson 

Monday 3 April Depart for Marrakech 

Future trips 
A three-day trip to Barcelona is currently being planned for October 2006. Further 
details will be released shortly. 

Suggestions for 2007 are invited. As this will be the tenth trip for our Group the 
Committee would like to plan something special that will appeal to most members. 

A few places are available for the Wine Society trip to Alsace, 15-21 May. Contact 
Peter Jones on 01284 787701. 

NEW ZEALAND 
David and Mya Turgoose travelled to New Zealand in December 2004 to visit their 
family, who live in Wellington. They flew business class with Royal Brunei Airlines
which they booked through Trailfinders in Cambridge. The flight was excellent and 
well worth the extra expense for such a long flight (note that this airline does not serve 
alcohol). They broke their journey to stay for a few days with David’s sister at 
Mittagong, about 60 miles from Sydney, then went back to Sydney where they were 
very fortunate to be invited to stay in their son-in-law’s brother’s apartment overlooking 
the harbour. They loved Circular Quay and The Rocks, the historic area of the first 
settlers in Australia. 

On to Wellington, which was very cold for December. Here David and Mya visited 
the Botanic Gardens and several museums. David was fascinated by the wooden 
houses perched precariously on the hills that overlook the Cook Strait. After a 
traditional Kiwi family Christmas, complete with pavlova, the family set off over 
mountain roads to stay in two ‘baches’ (beach houses). The first was at Waipakati, 
south of Napier, a beautiful beach ideal for water sports, whereas Tolaga Bay, north of 
Gisborne, was an unfriendly Maori township with few facilities. David and Mya enjoyed 
visiting several Hawkes Bay wineries and also spent a weekend in Napier which was 
devastated by an earthquake in 1931 and subsequently rebuilt in the Art Deco style. 

Having said their goodbyes to the family, David and Mya then flew from Gisborne to 
Auckland on a small aircraft. They found the city very busy and noisy after their beach 
holiday and were happy to drive to the Northland to stay at Kerikeri, famous for the 
first mission house built in New Zealand. 

They visited the Waitangi Treaty House, where the Maoris signed away their land to 
the British in 1840. The Waitangi Treaty is a bone of contention with the Maoris and 
land tribunals are still ongoing. David and Mya spotted Maoris wearing traditional dress 
preparing for Waitangi Day (6 February) in their canoes, in the Bay of Islands. Further 
north they stopped at Russell, once the capital of New Zealand, and saw many original 
white clapboard houses and churches. Mya was intrigued to find a Hundert Wasser 
toilet in Kawakawa! 



David and Mya stayed in a motel next to the beach at Mangonui. From there they 
went on the Ninety Mile Beach trip: this was a visit to the northern tip of New Zealand 
at Cape Reinga, site of many Maori legends, followed by an exhilarating bus ride along 
the beach for mile after mile beside the Tasman Sea. It was a highlight of their holiday! 

Driving back to Auckland along the west coast, they made a stop at Hokianga, a 
beautiful sailing harbour, then on to the Waipoua Kauri Forest. They were impressed 
by the size of Tane Mahuta (God of the Forest), 3.8 meters in girth. Sadly much of the 
forest has gone, but what remains is now carefully conserved. At Matakohe there was 
an interesting museum about the  the early settlers. David and Mya returned home, 
via Auckland, tired but happy, after ten weeks ‘down under’. 

TRAVEL TIPS 
New Zealand 
Mya and David offer the following tips for New Zealand: 

• It is much cheaper to book internal flights locally rather than in advance with 
your UK travel agent. 

• Choose your car hire company with care – cheaper ones are not reliable and 
you may not get the car you want. 

• The main holiday season is in January and February, so book in advance in 
tourist areas.

Flights 
There is an increasing choice of international flights available from Norwich airport.
Flybe offers scheduled services from Norwich to destinations in France, Portugal, 
Spain, Switzerland, Scotland, Ireland and the Channel Islands. (Note that Flybe now 
charges for checked-in luggage  but has a carry-on allowance of 10 kg.) Thomsonfly
goes to Alicante, the Canaries and Malta (www.thomsonfly.com).

Travel money 
The February 2005 issue of Holiday Which? gives advice on getting the best value for 
holiday money and whether to opt for plastic, cash or travellers cheques. There are no 
charges for  using Nationwide BS credit and debit cards anywhere overseas; Saga 
Visa card makes no charge in Europe and only 1% elsewhere. For currency Marks and 
Spencer offer the best deals (this service not available at all stores). The full report is 
available at Which Online to subscribers. 


